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Definition

An input field is designed to gather a wide range of text-based input using a keyboard. 


Depending on the data type, these fields may be paired with text labels, validation mechanisms, and 

interactive actions to enhance usability and ensure accuracy. 


They allow users to enter and edit text, serving as a fundamental component in forms and applications.

Live demo

Placeholder

Label

When to use

To collect user data in registration or contact forms.


In a login form for entering usernames and passwords.


For verification codes in multi-factor authentication processes.


Anywhere user input is required for operations, such as search queries or settings adjustments.


When the user needs to input unique information that cannot be chosen from a predefined list.
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Error message goes here...

Value introduced
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1 Input container
This is the outer boundary that holds the entire input element, providing a clear area 
where user input is expected.

2 Label
It's the descriptive text that indicates the type of information the user should input. 
An exception to the mandatory label rule applies to search fields, where a label is not 
required due to the universal recognition of the search function.

3 Leading icon optional

It’s the icon positioned before the label, often used to indicate the purpose of the 
input, like a search icon in a search field.

4 Placeholder optional

This is a hint or example text displayed within the input field that guides the user on 
what to input. It disappears when the user starts typing.

5 Trailing icon optional

An interactive icon placed outside the input field, often for purposes like clearing the 
input or toggling the visibility of password text.

6 Suffix optional

It’s used to display the unit of measurement directly within the input area, providing 
context for the type of data expected, such as currency symbols or percentage signs

7 Prompt
It’s used to display the unit of measurement directly within the input area, providing 
context for the type of data expected, such as currency symbols or percentage signs

Variants

It’s used to display the unit of measurement directly within the input area, providing 
context for the type of data expected, such as currency symbols or percentage signs.


Placeholder

Label

Default size

Small size

Placeholder

Label

Use exclusively in the context of filters, such as when the input field serves as a filter for a table 
or within a parent container.

Darker background

Label

Placeholder

The color of the label will change, while the input field itself will remain unchanged.

Modifiers

Leading icon

Label

Placeholder

It immediately clarifies the field's purpose or the type of information required from the user, 

without including any actionable functionalities.


Enhances the readability and clarity of the input fields by providing a visual cue about the 

data type or action associated with the input.


Include proper alt text or aria-labels for the icons so that screen readers can interpret them 

correctly, ensuring accessibility.

Trailing icon

Placeholder

Label

Unlike leading icons, which are primarily visual, trailing icons in input fields are designed to 

be functional.


Its main functions are to enhance user interaction, provide clear visual cues, and support 

the functionality of the input field.


Trailing icons can serve multiple functional purposes, such as: visibility toggle, clear field, 

dropdown indicators, date picker, hour picker, and search icon to initiate the search 

operation.

Split input field

1 2 3 4 5 6

Label

Is designed for precise data entry by dividing input into manageable parts, reducing errors 

and improving user focus on structured information.


It can be used for phone number and email validation.


Provide validation after completion without the need to press a button.

Validation prompt

Error message goes here...

Value introduced

Label

The main purpose of error input fields and validation prompts is to prevent incorrect data 

from being processed.


Error messages should be specific to the error condition.


Use appropriate aria attributes to enhance screen reader accessibility.


Avoid interrupting the user's workflow by displaying real-time errors that obstruct the 

form or hinder the user from proceeding.


Instead, wait until the user finishes typing and then highlight the input field with an error 

indication."

contact@domain.com

Email:

Do use placeholders to give 

examples or hints.

Do not repeat the label in the 

placeholder.

Email address:

Email:

It doesn’t seem to be a valid email address.

adrian.stoian.ext#awin.com

Email:

Do show the inline error after the user 

finishes typing.
Don’t use real-time validation

It doesn’t seem to be a valid email address.

adr

Email:

1 2 3 4 5 6

Label

Do use the split input field for phone 

number and email validation exclusively.
Don’t use split input field for entering 

the phone number.
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Label

Specifications

All values are in pixels

Rem conversion: 8px=0.5rem / 16px=1rem / 24px=1.5rem 
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Error message goes here...

Value introduced

Label
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Label

16 16

8

8
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Label

16 16 16 16 16 16 16
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Note: The same height specifications apply for both desktop and mobile platforms, 

providing a uniform user experience.

Spacing
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Label

Placeholder

Label

24

24

24
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32

All values are in pixels

Rem conversion: 24px=1.5rem / 32px=2rem

32Default size

Small size

Placeholder

Label

Placeholder

Label

Placeholder

Label

24 24 24

Important note: The small-sized input field can only be used inline.

States

Placeholder

Label

Default

The normal appearance of the input field 
when the page loads and no interaction has 
yet occurred.

Placeholder

Label

Hover

Displays when the user points the cursor 
over the input field to indicate that the field 
is interactive.

Label

Focused

Activated when the input field is clicked on 
and ready for data entry.

Typ

Label

Typing

Appears once the user starts typing some 
data into the input field but has not yet 
submitted or moved away from it.

Value introduced

Label

Populated

This state occurs when a user has finished 
entering data into the input field.

Label

Disabled

Indicates that the input field is currently 
inactive or unavailable for interaction.

Label

Read-only

Similar to the disabled state, but the user 
can still focus and copy the text from the 
field.

Error message goes here...

Value introduced

Label

Error

Triggered when the data entered by the user 
does not meet the validation criteria set for 
the input field.

Usage

Text field

Placeholder

Label

The text field is a type of input field.


Use it to allow the user to enter single-line text.


When longer text is required, a                   (multi-line text field) is used.


Text fields can include data validation to check the correctness or format of user input 

before it is submitted (e.g., email formatting, mandatory fields).


May include icons within or adjacent to the text field for additional functionalities like 

clearing the text, showing password visibility, or searching.

textarea

Search field View component

Search by advertiser ID and name:

An input field can also be effectively utilized as a search field.


Include a magnifying glass icon within the input field to immediately signify its function 

as a search field.


Use descriptive placeholder text to guide users on the criteria they can search for.


Implement an autocomplete function to suggest possible search terms once the user 

types three characters, thereby enhancing usability and efficiency.


Avoid clutter around the search field to keep the user's focus on the search functionality.


Provide a way to quickly clear the search input, often through a small 'x' icon inside the 

field when text is entered.

Date picker View component

YYYY / MM / DD

An input field can also be used as a date picker.


Date pickers help users input dates in the correct format without manual typing.


Do not use a date picker for entering known specific dates, such as birthdays. Opt for a    

date input   component instead. date input

Date input View component

Day Month Year

Use split input field in combination with                 component to create a date input.


Do not use a date input for selecting multiple dates, like a range or start and finish dates

— use a              .       instead.


Do use date input when requesting a date from users, such as their date of birth, which 

they are already aware of or can easily retrieve.

select

date picker

Input with helper text

Placeholder

Label

This is the place where the helper text should be.

Helper text is instructional text that assists the user in completing the relevant field.


Maintain the position of helper text below the input field. Display error messages directly 

underneath the helper text for clear hierarchy.


When helper text exceeds the available horizontal space, it wraps to a second line. 

Ensure that it does not extend beyond two lines for clarity and conciseness.

This is a very long description for the 

text field component. 

Label

Do use a textarea component 

for multiple text lines.
Don’t use the text field for 

multiple text lines.

This is a very long description for the text fie...

Label

Mobile keyboards

Matching the keyboard to the input type on mobile. The two most commonly utilized keyboard configurations 

are Numeric, for numerical entries, and QWERTY, for textual input.


Input fields should not be hidden by the keyboard when it appears.

Numeric

IOS

Q W E R T Y U I O P

A S D F G H J K L

􀆞 Z X C V B N M 􀆛

123 􀆪 􀊰 space Go

Android

Q
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8
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P
0

A S D F G H J K L

Z X C V B N M

?123 , English .

Ideal for fields requiring numerical input such as phone numbers, PINs, or quantities.


Ensure that the field labels clearly indicate that only numeric input is expected.

Querty

IOS

1 2
A B C

3
D E F

4
G H I

5
J K L

6
M N O

7
P Q R S

8
T U V

9
W X Y Z

0 􀆛

Android

1 2 ABC 3 DEF

4 GHI 5 JKL 6 MNO

7 PQRS 8 TUV 9 WXYZ

* # 0 + .

Used for text input, suitable for fields requiring letters, such as names, addresses, or 

general text entry.


Ensure autocorrect and suggestions are enabled or disabled appropriately based on the 

context of the input.

Best practices

U se the input text field for entering single-line text.


If the entered text exceeds the input field's width and the typing cursor reaches the 

right edge, the input line will automatically scroll left. Consider switching to a 

textarea in such scenarios.


Depending on the context, you can establish a maximum character limit.

Asterisks


Asterisks should be used in input fields that require input.


If a form contains fewer optional input fields, asterisks should mark those few 

optional fields.


If a form contains more required input fields than optional ones, asterisks should not 

be used.

Labeling


Don't substitute the label by using the placeholder only.


Ensure the text label remains unabbreviated and occupies only one row.


Labels must precisely convey the input field's purpose for universal user comprehension.

Accessibility

Labeling


The input field should have a descriptive label associated with it. 


Use the <label> HTML tag to connect the label to the corresponding input field using the 

‘for’ attribute which matches the ‘id’ of the input field.


Make sure to include an ‘aria-label’ attribute for all input fields, especially for the 'search 

field' which does not have a visible label.".

<label = >Username:</label> 
<input =  =  = >

for
type id name

"username"
"text" "username" "username"

Html Copy code

Error prompt


Provide clear and immediate feedback when an error is detected in an input field. Use ARIA 

roles and properties ‘aria-describedby’ to link the error message directly to the input field.


Error messages should be displayed in plain language and positioned below the associated 

input field.

<label = >Username:</label> 
<input =  =  = >

for
type id name

"username"
"text" "username" "username"

Html Copy code

Focus


Ensure that all input fields have a visible focus indicator when they are active.


Use the ‘Tab’ key to move the focus to the input field.


Use the ‘Enter’ key to submit the form.

Placeholder

Label

tab

Typing h

Label

Enter

Contrast


Helper text is instructional text that assists the user in completing the relevant field.

Placeholder

Label

WCAG Contrast

AAA 4.5:1

Related components

View component

Textarea

View component

Date picker

View component

Date input


